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though he helieves that the realization of some of his proposals lies far 
in the future. This, however, the author, at least by implication, avows. 
One question the skeptical political scientist may still raise even after 
reading to the conclusion of this excellent volume: What assurance 
does the short ballot give of abolishing the politocrat? He came with 
the birth of government and will in all probability continue till the race 
has run its course through all conceivable forms of government. But 
at any rate a simpler form will give the people an easier and more 
direct access to their political institutions. On the whole, the work em- 
bodies sound political thought, and it is certainly an admirable sum- 
mary of the most advanced ideas on government. 

Karl P. Geiser 

The American Year Book. A Record of Events and Progress, 1913. 
Edited by Francis G. Wickware, B. A., B. Sc., under the di- 
rection of a supervising board representing national learned 
societies. New York and London: D. Appleton and Com- 
pany, 1913. 892 p. $3.00) 
This is the fourth issue of a volume which has made for itself a very 
important place among the reference books of the library. There have 
been a few changes in the subdivision of topics in the various depart- 
ments, but in general the character of the work remains unchanged. 
The purpose of the American Year Booh is very different from that of 
other annuals of similar name, the content of which is largely made up 
of statistics of elections, the personnel of governments, etc. Instead of 
these, we find statements of the progress made in the various departments 
of human endeavor. Besides the usual chapters on history and gov- 
ernment, there are included excellent discussions of social and economic 
changes, and statements of the progress in the various sciences. Curi- 
ously enough there is, except for a short list of some histories published 
during the year, no account of the progress in historical research to be 
found in the volume, although the interest of the editorial staff seems 
to have been catholic in its selection of the other sciences. The addition 
of an historian to the editorial staff might correct this omission in future 
issues. 

C. W. A. 

The Economic Utilization of History and other Economic Studies. By 

Henry W. Farnam, professor of economics, Yale University. 

(New Haven: Yale University Press; London: Henry 

Frowde, Oxford University Press, 1913. 220 p. $1.25 net) 

Most of the material contained in this volume has been published 

before, as presidential addresses before the Economic Association and 



